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The primary goals of the Solar Sprint Car race are to generate enthusiasm for science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), help improve students' understanding of scientific concepts and renewable energy technologies, and have fun doing it!

All participants will work with identical solar panels and a choice of two motors. A variety of materials to design and build the solar cars will be provided on race day.  Cars will be judged on the basis of design and craftsmanship as well as performance.

The solar cells are FRAGILE and must be handled with extreme care.

A “pit” area to test your car will be available prior to the race.

Race Time Rules:
1. At race time, vehicles will be placed behind the starting line with all wheels in contact with the ground.  Only race participants are allowed at the start and finish lines.
2. Contestants must cover the solar module with an opaque material without touching the module. 
3. At the start of the race, contestants will remove the opaque covering to allow the solar module to generate electricity for powering the vehicles. 
4. An early or push start will result in disqualification. The race judges will determine if a contestant is disqualified. 
5. The race will start when the official signal is given. 
6. A double elimination bracket will be used to determine the winning cars.
7. One member of each team must wait at the finish line to catch the vehicle. 
8. Team members may not accompany or touch the vehicle while it is racing on the track. Vehicles stalled on the track may be retrieved after the end of the race has been declared. 
9. If a car leaving its lane interferes with any other cars, those cars whose run was interfered with will be allowed an additional opportunity to run.
10. Vehicles and team members must remain at the finish line until places have been recorded. 
11. Challenges must be made before the race judges begin the next heat. All challenges must come from the team members who are actively competing. The decisions of the race judges are final. 
12. Awards will be given to the three fastest cars and to one car voted by students as “Best of Show” based on creativity and craftsmanship.  
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